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interdicted or considered improper. It is so among
the Hindus, who avoid uttering the sacred name Om;
it was so with the Hebrews, whose pronunciation of
the word Jehovah is not known for this reason; and
Herodotus carefully avoids naming Osiris.' The last
statement again will surprise those who remember
how it is Herodotus who tells us that, though
Egyptians do not all worship the same gods, they all
worship Isis and Osiris, whom they identify with
Dionysus1.

Dr. Muir2 is no doubt perfectly right in saying
that in some passages of the Veda c certain gods are
looked upon as confessedly mere created beings/ and
that they, like men, were made immortal by drinking
soma. But this only shows how dangerous even such
careful compilations as Dr. Muir's ' Sanskrit Texts'
are apt to become. The gods in the Veda are called
a^ara or amartya, immortal, in opposition to men,
who are martya or mrztyu-bandhu, mortal, and it
is only in order to magnify the power of soma, that
this beverage, like the Greek ambrosia, is said to have
conferred immortality on the gods. Nor did the Vedic
poets think of their gods as what we mean by c mere
created beings,' because they spoke of the dawn as the
daughter of the sky, or of Indra as springing from
heaven and earth. At least we might say with much
greater truth that the Greeks looked upon Zeus as a
mere created thing, because he was the son of Kronos.

Again, what can be more misleading than, in order
to prove that all gods were originally mortals, to
quote Buddha's saying, e Gods and men, the rich and
poor, alike must die'? In Buddha's trpae, nay, even

1 Her. ii. 42; 144; 156.                     8 'Sanskrit Texts,' v. p. 12.